Development of a
wetland area for
Great Crested
Newt at the Deer
Park and The
Haining, Selkirk

BRIGHT GREEN NATURE &

THE HAINING CHARITABLE TRUST,
SELKIRK

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
APRIL 2023



The Proposal

» This project aims to develop and restore
habitat at two unique sites in Selkirk, for a
protected and threatened native
amphibian species

» It is anticipated that this Project will form the
first phase of an exciting new programme 1o
preserve the biodiversity on both sites, with
great opportunities for visitor engagement

» As part of the application process, the
partners wish to seek opinion and feedback
from local organisations and community
members on the proposal

» Feedback can be sent directly to Bright
Green Nature at
karen@brightgreennature.org or via the
contact form on our website at
www.brightgreennature.org



mailto:karen@brightgreennature.org
http://www.brightgreennature.org/

British Native amphibians

» There are six amphibian species native
to the UK (from top left: Palmate newt,
Great Crested Newt, Smooth Newt,
Pool Frog, Common Frog, Natterjack
toad and Common Toad

PHOTOLIBRARY,

» Almost one third of Great Britain’s
amphibian and reptile species are
threatened with risk of extinction,
according to a new report (Amphibian
& Reptile Conservation).

Foster, J., Driver, D., Ward, R. &
Wilkinson, J. (2021). IUCN Red List
assessment of amphibians and
reptiles at Great Britain and country
scale. Report to Natural England.
ARC report. ARC, Bournemouth.
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Great Crested Newt
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

GCNs are European Protected Species; the
Scottish Borders are one of the few places
they can be found in greater numbers

It is illegal to kill, injure or capture GCNs, to
damage their eggs or their habitat

A licence is needed to work in areas where it
is suspected GCNs are present

GCNs breed in small to medium-sized
freshwater ponds, but there are few of these
habitats left

There have been a number of sightings of
GCN in this area over the past few years.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/markkilner/8750983126
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Proposal:
Wetland
development

» Bright Green Nature and the Haining propose
to develop habitat for amphibians in the
wetland area around the boardwalk area of
the Haining loch and across into the Deer Park
marshy area by:

» Digging a (small) number of natural ponds
across both sites to maximise GCN habitat
and protect them against drought

» Managing the scrub to prevent
overshading

» Provide habitat for other species, including
wading birds and insects which rely on
watercourses.

» Development of Haining visitor
experience: interpretation, other




oosed wetland development




Interpretation and
signage

» Interpretation panels and signage of consistent
form will be developed on the Haining site to
provide information on the Project to visitors.

» Pathways will be upgraded on the Haining side 1o
make the wetland area more accessible

» Visitor footfall will be focused on the Haining, with
the Deer Park site serving select educational
groups only

» A dedicated website will provide visitors additional
information and opportunities for digital recording
of sighfings




» IMPORTANT: The proposed Project is dependent on
receipt of grant funding from NatureScot’s Nature

F U N d | N g Restoration Fund
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https://www.nature.scot/funding-and-projects/scottish-government-nature-restoration-fund-nrf
https://www.nature.scot/funding-and-projects/scottish-government-nature-restoration-fund-nrf
https://www.nature.scot/funding-and-projects/scottish-government-nature-restoration-fund-nrf

Feedback

» We would love to hear what you think!

» Do you like the idea? Is there anything you are
worried aboute Do you have any suggestionse

» Feedback can be sent directly 1o Bright Green
Nature at karen@brightgreennature.org or via the
contact form on our website at
www.brightgreennature.org



mailto:karen@brightgreennature.org
http://www.brightgreennature.org/
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