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Living Willow
Structures

Living willow structures are enjoying an upsurge in
popularity and Bright Green Nature are happy to sup-
port this trend! It's quite rare to have an opportunity
to build a fun an interesting playground feature
which is 100% sustainable and will increase biod-
iversity — whilst also promoting outdoor learning
and activities.

The willow isan important nat-

ive plant to Scotland and as
such is valuable to wildlife in
our area. Many species of moth
caterpillars feed on the leaves,
and the catkins are a useful
early source of nectar for bees
and other invertebrates.

Structures, such as those
shown above, are a fantastic
feature in any school play-
ground, and the children will
love helping with both the
planting, and the creative
maintenance as it grows and
takes shape — with their ongo-
ing involvement of course.
And, with a growth of up to 2
meters per year, they will need
definitely some regular main-
tenance - but this will feel
much more like fun than work.

Tunnels, domes or fedges (a
cross between a fence and a
hedge) can be grown in most
sunny spots and often the only
limit is your own imagination.
And with Willows being one of
the easiest trees (or shrubs) to
grow, with a great success rate

— what's not to love!
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Everything you need to know about Living
Willow Structures can be found in
How to Make Living Willow Structures,
Complete Guide by Musgrove Willows
musgrovewillows.co.uk/blog/everything-
you-need-to-know-about-building-living-
willow-structures/

But remember, when it comes to purchas-
ing your own willow rods for planting,
please be sure to only source native species
from a local supplier. As always, Bright
Green Nature can help and advise regard-
ing suppliers and planting projects.
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